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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 
Working in New York City, 
FoRUM's editors have become ac
customed to ù1e daily changes in 
Manhattan's skylinc and street
scape. By comparison, most ciLies 
bave for years seemed aslcep. 

But recentl y Chicago has been 
stirring. FoRuu's editors noted 
the yawning and stretching some 
time ago and began their plans 
f or this special issue devoted to 
Chicago's rcnaissance as a vita! 
forcc in architecture, planning, 
and building technology. 

Sincc then a task force of seven, 
headed by Senior Editor David 
Carlson, has spent some 60 man
days in Chicago developing ma
teriai for a rounded report. Last 
month, as Lhe deadlinc ap
proachcd, Carlson and Researchcr 
Anne LeCrenier lived an intensive 
two weeks in Chicago, wal.king 
and riding Lhe sLreeLS and inter
viewing 61 citizens who bave becn 
awakcning the city: 13 arcl1-itects, 
cngineers, and buildcrs, ten cap
tains of industry and commerce, 
ninc planners, six realtors, fìve 
city oflìcials, four community or
ganization dirccLors, four his
torians, two educators, and eight 
others, including members of thc 
press, a sociologist, and Mrs. 
Julius E. Weil, the elderly daugh
ter of one of Ohicago's most fa-
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mous architccts, Dankmar Adler. 
FoRuM's Chicago detachment 

also culled hundreds of existing 
photographs and drawings ancl 
commissioned a trio of photogra
phers and a gifted artist, Archi
tect Albert Goers of Pace Associ
ates, to bring fresh insights to 
particular aspects of the city to
day. One necessary photo was an 
aerial shot of the water front 
made from ù1e same angle as an 
old engraving of early Chicago 
(see foldout, page 85). 

Meanwhile, back in New York, 
other editors, writers, and re
searchers werc working with thc 
art departmcnt, weaving words 
and pictures about the many dif
ferent phases of the new Chicago 
into a cohesive story. Meanwhile, 
too, the production and circula
tion departmenLS were preparing 
for the biggest prcss run-7 1,500 
copies-and the biggest distribu
tion problcm in FoR UM's long his
tory. (Thc Chicago Commerce & 
Industry Association had ordered 
1,150 exLra copies of this issue, 
and 4,000 more have been put on 
Chicago newsstands.) 

So busy was the staff prcparing 
what promises to become a rnile
stonc in architectural joumalism 
that it found no time to celebrate 
the passing of two oLher mi lc
stones. Scventy ycars ago-just 
as Adler & Sullivan startcd on 
thc design of Lhc famous Chicago 
Stock Exchangc, which stili stands 
at 30 North La Sallc-a small 
grou p of m cn were pu tting to
geLher thc iniLia l issue of FoRUM, 
then callecl The Brickbuildcr. 
Volume I Numbcr I was dateci 
J anuary 1 892. Thc othcr mi I e
stone : 30 ycars ago this 111011th 
FORUM was acquircd by Time 
Jnc. On seconcl thought, this spe
cial issuc on Chicago is in a scnse 
a cclcbration-J.C.H. Jr. 
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